	9th Grade

	Argument

	· Fall – Introducing thesis; writing a formulaic thesis based on teacher models; 
Spring – Generating theses from given prompts
· Connecting thesis and body paragraphs within essay; role of topic sentence, context, evidence and commentary/ analysis as it relates to argument (thesis)
· Selecting and incorporating relevant whole-sentence quotes, introduced with a comma or colon

· Identifying the speaker and context for each selected quote

· Using 3 or more quotes to prove a thesis

· Generating clear, concise, complete, and convincing analysis as to how the quotes support the thesis
· Crafting an introduction paragraph that includes author and title of work and thesis of essay
· Introducing appeal to logic through reasoning and appeal to emotion or ethical belief
· Introducing multiple types of evidence: personal example, anecdote, illustration, testimony (quotation of an expert), analogies, comparisons, statistics
· Anticipating and addressing readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases and counterarguments; selecting appeals and evidence types appropriate to audience

	Organization

	· Ensuring that each paragraph presents one idea; same idea should not recur in more than one paragraph

· Ensuring that every sentence in a paragraph is relevant to the paragraph's topic (and topic sentence)

· Using logical transitions between and within paragraphs that are helpful to the reader

· Sequencing ideas in the body of the work to match the sequence of ideas presented in the thesis
· Concluding work with a restatement of thesis and summary of argument (at minimum)

· Adhering to conventional format (font, margins, spacing, etc.)

	Style

	· Attending to audience and purpose appropriately

· Using language and style appropriate for audience (tone)
· Employing correct punctuation for titles (italics/underline vs. quotes)
· Employing consistent tense throughout work

· Employing correct capitalization
· Avoiding abbreviations, including etc.
· Avoiding monotonous repetition of phrases (e. g., he/she says…)
· Avoiding first and second person ("I," "me," "you"), except in personal or creative writing

	Conventions

	· Grammar and conventions lessons should be clearly relevant to students' own reading and writing, and should constitute 30 minutes/ week of class time minimally

· Parts of speech

· Prepositional phrases
· Subject-verb-object construction

· Verb tenses: past, present, future

· Use of the present tense when writing about literature
· Subject-verb agreement
· Uses of apostrophe
· Capitalization
· Homophones 

	10th Grade (Items bolded in blue have been added to previous year’s expectations.)

	Argument

	· Fall – Generating theses from given prompts; 
Spring – Generating theses without prompts
· Connecting thesis and body paragraphs within essay; role of topic sentence, context, evidence and commentary/ analysis as it relates to argument (thesis)
· Selecting and incorporating relevant whole-sentence quotes, introduced with a comma or colon
· Integrating quoted words and phrases into students’ prose

· Identifying the speaker and context for each selected quote

· Using 2-3 quotes per paragraph

· Generating clear, concise, complete, and convincing analysis as to how the quotes support the thesis
· Crafting an introduction paragraph that includes author and title of work and thesis of essay
· Using appeal to logic through reasoning and appeal to emotion or ethical belief
· Using multiple types of evidence: personal example, anecdote, illustration, testimony (quotation of an expert), analogies, comparisons, statistics
· Anticipating and addressing readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases and counterarguments; selecting appeals and evidence types appropriate to audience


	Organization

	· Developing multiple strategies for an introduction that hooks the reader and introduces the thesis

· Ensuring that each paragraph presents one idea; same idea should not recur in more than one paragraph

· Ensuring that every sentence in a paragraph is relevant to the paragraph's topic (and topic sentence)

· Using logical transitions between and within paragraphs that are helpful to the reader

· Sequencing ideas in the body of the work to match the sequence of ideas presented in the thesis
· Concluding work with a restatement of thesis and summary of argument (at minimum); Developing multiple strategies for concluding work
· Adhering to conventional format (font, margins, spacing, etc.)

	Style

	· Attending to audience and purpose appropriately

· Using concrete language 

· Using language and style appropriate for audience (tone)
· Employing strong verbs; avoiding overuse of “to be”
· Employing comma and semicolon correctly

· Employing correct punctuation for titles (italics/underline vs. quotes)
· Employing consistent tense throughout work

· Employing correct capitalization
· Avoiding abbreviations, including etc.
· Avoiding monotonous repetition of phrases (e. g., he/she says…)
· Avoiding first and second person ("I," "me," "you"), except in personal or creative writing
· Varying sentence length and structure


	Conventions

	· Grammar and conventions lessons should be clearly relevant to students' own reading and writing, and should constitute 30 minutes/ week of class time minimally

· Parts of speech

· Prepositional phrases
· Subject-verb-object construction

· Verb tenses: past, present, future

· Use of the present tense when writing about literature
· Subject-verb agreement
· Uses of apostrophe
· Capitalization
· Homophones 
· Independent and dependent clauses

· Sentence patterns (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)

· Indirect objects

· Transitive and intransitive verbs

· Sentence sense: avoiding fragments, comma splices, and run-on sentences

· Clauses and phrases that function as parts of speech 

     (adverbials, adjective phrases and clauses, noun phrases and clauses)

· Pronouns: agreement; clear antecedents



	11th Grade (Items bolded in blue have been added to previous year’s expectations.)

	Argument

	· Creating more original and complex theses

· Connecting thesis and body paragraphs within essay; role of topic sentence, context, evidence and commentary/ analysis as it relates to argument (thesis)
· Selecting and incorporating relevant whole-sentence quotes, introduced with a comma or colon
· Integrating quoted words and phrases into students’ prose
· Identifying the speaker and context for each selected quote

· Using 2-3 quotes per paragraph
· Generating clear, concise, complete, and convincing analysis as to how the quotes support the thesis
· Crafting an introduction paragraph that includes author and title of work and thesis of essay
· Using appeal to logic through reasoning and appeal to emotion or ethical belief
· Using multiple types of evidence: personal example, anecdote, illustration, testimony (quotation of an expert), analogies, comparisons, statistics
· Anticipating and addressing readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases and counterarguments; selecting appeals and evidence types appropriate to audience
· Employing various strategies of argument, including:

· Definition

· Cause & effect

· Process analysis

· Division & classification

· Comparison & contrast

· Problem & solution

	Organization

	· Developing multiple strategies for an introduction that hooks the reader and introduces the thesis

· Ensuring that each paragraph presents one idea; same idea should not recur in more than one paragraph

· Ensuring that every sentence in a paragraph is relevant to the paragraph's topic (and topic sentence)

· Using logical transitions between and within paragraphs that are helpful to the reader

· Sequencing ideas in the body of the work to match the sequence of ideas presented in the thesis
· Organizing ideas in ways both logical and compelling for the reader

· Concluding work with a restatement of thesis and summary of argument (at minimum); Developing multiple strategies for concluding work



	Style

	· Attending to audience and purpose appropriately

· Using concrete language 
· Using language and style appropriate for audience (tone)
· Employing strong verbs; avoiding overuse of “to be”
· Employing comma and semicolon correctly

· Employing correct punctuation for titles (italics/underline vs. quotes)
· Employing consistent tense throughout work

· Employing correct capitalization
· Avoiding abbreviations, including etc.
· Avoiding monotonous repetition of phrases (e. g., he/she says…)
· Avoiding first and second person ("I," "me," "you"), except in personal or creative writing
· Varying sentence length and structure

· Establishing a distinctive tone

· Effectively using parallel structure
· Avoiding overuse of the passive voice

· Revising to avoid wordiness



	Conventions

	· Grammar and conventions lessons should be clearly relevant to students' own reading and writing, and should constitute 30 minutes/ week of class time minimally

· Parts of speech

· Prepositional phrases
· Subject-verb-object construction

· Verb tenses: past, present, future

· Use of the present tense when writing about literature
· Subject-verb agreement
· Uses of apostrophe
· Capitalization
· Homophones 
· Independent and dependent clauses

· Sentence patterns (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)

· Indirect objects

· Transitive and intransitive verbs

· Sentence sense: avoiding fragments, comma splices, and run-on sentences

· Clauses and phrases that function as parts of speech 

     (adverbials, adjective phrases and clauses, noun phrases and clauses)

· Pronouns: agreement; clear antecedents

· Dangling & misplaced modifiers
· Loose vs. periodic sentences
· Active vs. passive voice
· Use of who, which, and that

	12th Grade

	Review and work towards mastery of grades 9, 10, and 11 Argument curriculum

	Review and work towards mastery of grades 9, 10, and 11 Organization curriculum

	Review and work towards mastery of grades 9, 10, and 11 Style curriculum

	Review and work towards mastery of grades 9, 10, and 11 Conventions curriculum


