Steps For Supporting Students With Behavioral Challenges
Check if current IEP has a Behavior Support Plan (BSP), if yes: 

1. Review IEP and BSP with student’s special education case carrier

2. Interview personnel and observe environments where student is having issues  to determine if current IEP and BSP are being implemented 

3. Determine if additional training is needed for appropriate personnel on how to implement BSP and how to collect data or if BSP needs to be modified

If BSP needs to be modified or the student doesn’t have one: 

4. Review data, track referrals and other school responses

5. Observe Tier 1 universal behavioral supports (see attachment, CHAMPs, ratio of interactions…)

6. Discuss behavior interventions already attempted and brainstorm new strategies (see attachment)

7. Collect and document results of behavior interventions

8. Look for possible links with academic issues and needed accommodations

9. Conduct an IEP meeting (i.e. Amendment) to add or modify BSP

10. Review new BSP with student, parent, and all personnel responsible for implementing plan and establish system for monitoring implementation and collecting data

If problem behavior continues after BSP implementation: 

11. Contact your program administrator and discuss if more in-depth behavioral assessment is needed (FBA) 

12. Observe/interview all personnel responsible for implementation of BSP regarding fidelity of implementation

13. Conduct an FBA (in collaboration with psychologist) and revise BSP based on results of the FBA

14. Monitor implementation of new BSP and collect data

If Problem behavior continues after modified BSP (based on the results of the FBA) has been implemented: 

15. Observe/interview all personnel responsible for implementation of BSP regarding fidelity of implementation

16. Conduct an FAA if revised BSP is unsuccessful

17. Contact Program Administrator to discuss further supports and options

3 Tiers of Behavior Support For Students with Disabilities
Tier 1 – Universal Instruction and Interventions for All Students

(Adapted from: Why Johnny Doesn’t behave: 20 tips and measurable BIPs)

1. Establish and directly teach clear expectations (re-teach if needed)
2. Pay attention to the behavior you want and minimize attention for minor inappropriate behavior
3. Inappropriate behavior is an effective and efficient way to get attention when student is not getting attention for appropriate behavior
4. Give short and clear directions

5. Teach and use an attention signal

6. Define, teach, and utilize clear consequences for unacceptable behavior

7. If unacceptable behavior does not change, the teacher’s behavior must change

8. Avoid power struggles

9. Predictability is the key, be structured and consistent 
10. Collaborate with colleagues and parents/guardians to brainstorm what works and what doesn’t

Tier 2- Selected Instruction and Intervention for some students

1. Social Skills instruction (problem solving, conflict resolution, anger management…)

2. Self management system taught and supported (check in/check out system, preemptive review of rules and expectations at transitions, debrief about daily behavior report cards

3. School based mentor program (adult mentor or peer buddy)

4. Increase home to school communication with collaborative reinforcement systems

5. Use of accommodations to address connections between academic issues and behavior

6. Analysis of antecedents and consequences to understand the function of the behavior and to plan for teaching a replacement behavior and changes to antecedents and consequences which may be contributing to the student using the inappropriate behavior

7. Use of alternatives to suspension and in-school suspension to minimize seat time missed

Tier 3: Targeted/Intensive Instruction and Intervention*

Tier III is the most intensive level of intervention and instruction and is based on assessed need(s).

Students requiring Tier III supports must continue to receive support and instruction provided at the

Tier I and Tier II levels.
· Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) or Functional Analysis Assessment (FAA) include a description of the behavior, frequency, intensity and duration of the behavior, hypothesized function of the behavior as well as data collection and analysis.

· Behavior Support Plan or Behavior Intervention Plan (may include the following)

· Intensive social skills teaching

· Increase level of reinforcement

· Description of strategies to prevent the behavior

· Description of strategies to respond to the behavior

· Functionally equivalent replacement behavior

· Data collection

· Progress monitoring

· Continuous monitoring for decision-making

· In this tier, collaboration is essential

· Intensive academic support

· Parent training and staff training may be necessary

· Alternatives to suspension are utilized

· Multi-agency collaboration (wrap-around services/supports)

Student Behavior Support Flow Chart
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