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READ 180 ACCOUNTABILITY AND GRADING  
Recommendations

Give students credit for all they do! See attached grading sheet samples as reference for the recommendations noted below:

Grades Distribution: 
· Balance your grades within the reading class. Sample for weighting grades across rotations:

· 50% for Whole and small group

· 25% for software 

· 25% for independent reading 

· Homework % optional – change weight distribution as needed
Whole and Small Group Instruction

· See attached document for optional grades to be counted for assignments and work completed in whole and small group
Software Rotation

· Be careful NOT to overweigh computer grades.  The Read 180 software, while extremely beneficial, is a fraction of what the students are doing in the class.  Therefore, it is better to weight it as a fraction.  

· READ 180 Grading Report

· Five performance grades that can be averaged together as one grade for this rotation (see document for “Where the grades come from”):
· Comprehension

· Vocabulary

· Word Fluency

· Spelling

· Context Passage

· Cumulative scores: 
· Because the grades are being averaged for you, you only need to input these grades into your gradebook once per nine weeks. If you choose to use the grades more often, be sure to customize the date range for each block of grades or else you will be averaging an average. Date range options:
· Entire year:  Keeps a running average (averages in grades from consecutive marking periods, so not recommended for quarterly grades)
· Per grading period: cumulative average so only enter into grade book once
· Customized:  First half of the grading period up to progress report time and then again from the date of progress reports until the end of the marking period (two grades for the marking period)
· Not recommended for weekly grades:
· Only reflective of (at-most) 10 questions per week (two questions per day from the reading zone) which reflects only 5 comprehension questions and 5 vocabulary questions.
· Weekly grades would then have to be averaged manually for a quarterly grade.  It is much easier to let the computer do the averaging for you.
· Giving students 3 or 4 sets of computer grades per nine weeks has the effect of giving them multiple grades for the same work because you are simply re-using a slightly modified average over and over.  
· Student Attendance
·  Students who are frequently absent, but do well on the computer, will ALWAYS have good averages! 

· Overweighing computer grades can have the effect of a high pass rate for students who simply are not attending class.

· Consider giving them a separate grade for amount of work completed:

· Consider the number of sessions completed in comparison to the number of sessions possible for that marking period.

· Convert the sessions per segment to a grade
Independent Reading Rotation

· Book quiz averages from Reading Counts:

· Book quiz average is on the READ 180 Grading Report
· Allows cross-check this score by pulling the individual Reading Counts Student Reading Report to be sure the quizzes have a valid score (delete any zeros) and the list of quizzes taken matches what was read within the marking period and are posted on the reading log.

· Reading logs: Use a DAILY reading log and tie it to WEEKLY grades!

· QuickWrites: 

· Worksheet with four QuickWrites for each paperback and audiobook

· Grade for completion or according to a rubric for possible answers

· Assessment Guides found in back of the Paperback and Audiobook Teaching Resources on page 147 and 148

· Comprehension Checks:

· Graphic Organizers corresponding to comprehension strategy focus for each paperback and audiobook

· Answer key in back of the Paperback and Audiobook Teaching Resources 149 -155

· Goals for number of pages read:

· Monitor the number of pages students read each day by having them record Starting and Ending pages with a “summary” for accountability and teacher validation (e.g. summaries require a teacher’s “initials”).

· Have a weekly expectation for “number of pages read” (e.g. 10 a day for a total of 50 pages a week based on individual goals) Give reading grades every Friday.  If students are absent and miss getting pages validated for a day, give them credit for work they did do while in attendance. Make exceptions for holidays, excused absences, or struggling students who are really trying.  Predating the reading log each week allows for a record of activity.

· Consider not allowing student with unexcused absences to make up pages!  9 weekly reading grades will balance your reading class in such a way that students who skip or who are not reading will have their independent reading grade reflective of this.

PROGRESS REPORT / GRADESHEET   Sample
Student___________________________________    Period_______      Quarter______

Teacher__________________     Date________

A. Whole/Small Group Instruction (50%)

      (average of grades  for assignments from the rBook, rSkills tests, RDIs, etc.)                                                                            

Average score______%

B. READ 180 Software (cumulative averages) (25%)

1. Comprehension

_____%

2. Vocabulary


_____%

3. Fluency


_____%

4. Spelling


_____%

5. Context passage

_____%   

Average score______%

C. Independent Reading (25%)

1. Book Quiz average

_____%

2. Reading Logs


_____%

3. Quickwrites


_____%

4. Comprehension

checks
/responses

_____%

5. Total pages read= _____

              Goal was  _____

                           + / -         _____     =_____%                       Average score______%

Final % 
______%

Final Grade
______

Student Behavior
_____Has satisfactory classroom behavior

Needs Improvement in:

            _____Working quietly


_____Staying in seat


_____Maintaining self control


_____Staying on task


_____Following Directions


_____Completing assignments

_____Putting materials away


_____Being prepared


_____Being on time 


_____Attendance

          (frequent absences)    
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 Read 180 EE Grading Ideas

__% - Whole Group/Small Group

· rSkills tests

· Final writing piece from workshop

· Wrap up at the end of each workshop

· Point system per page in the rBook 

· Participation

· Other ideas:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

__% - Independent Reading

· Goals for minimum number of books read per grading period

· Quick Writes

· Reading Counts Quizzes

· Daily Reading Log (Pre dated for grading period)

· Final Projects

· Graphic Organizer

· Participation 

· Other Ideas:

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

__% - Computer

· Grading Report (Overall Progress)

· Participation

· Computer Log

· Reading Rate Chart

· Other Ideas:

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

READ 180 Grading Report 
Where the grades come from:
 

Comprehension Score - this is calculated by the number of questions they answer correctly the first time in the Reading Zone.  They only get two questions a day (10 a week) so this % is slow to change.

 

Vocabulary Score - same as above

 

Word Fluency Score - comes from the Word Zone .This is not a running average of all the work done in this zone.  The score comes directly from the activity called the "Speed Challenge" which is the final activity in this zone.

Final Fluency Recording – comes from the Success Zone where the student records a final recording of the Reading Zone passage according to the students’ level in the software. This is the most recent score on the Fluency Rubric in SAM which has been entered manually by the teacher after listening and evaluating the recording.

 

Spelling Score - comes from the Spelling Zone.  This is not a running average of all the work done in this zone. The score comes from the activity called "Spelling Challenge" which is the final activity in this zone.

 

Context Passage Score - comes from the Success Zone.   This is the activity where they have to fill in the blanks in a passage with study words from the segment (a cloze paragraph).

 

The Book Quiz average is from the Reading Counts quizzes.  Just be sure to double check the Reading Counts report "Student Reading Report” (p.156) to be sure this percentile is a true reflection of the exact books the student actually read.  Sometimes students log into a title by accident and the computer gives them a zero, which of course shouldn't be averaged into their grade.

 

*The "Software Overview" has detailed information about each Activity in each zone.  It is a blue colorful booklet that gives you pictures of what each screen looks like with an explanation to the side.  
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