          RECOMMENDATION FOR ____________

It is with true pleasure that I am writing to you on behalf of _________. _______ was a member of my 11th English class this past year, and her love of reading, along with her strong writing skills and superb work ethic, made her a standout student.  

Beaver Country Day School’s (BCDS) 11th grade English curriculum is a dynamic and challenging one that emphasizes writing and critical thinking skills. This past school year, students explored such texts as Hamlet, The Color Purple, and The Metamorphosis, and they completed portfolios of original expository writing demonstrating their understanding of various rhetorical modes. _______ is a naturally gifted English student in that she takes genuine delight in thinking about and discussing literature. In fact, my strongest memories of _______ are the casual, impromptu conversations she would initiate with me about the previous night’s reading before class even started, while other students would be filing in and settling down. Whether applauding a particular character’s actions or critiquing a certain writer’s style, her comments revealed her capacity for empathy and her ability to absorb what she reads. While she is a strong verbal communicator who stands by her convictions, she is also a good listener, attentive to and respectful of her classmates’ opinions.
Far from simply going through the motions of learning, _______ puts her heart into her work and takes joy in broadening her horizons. I vividly remember an essay she wrote analyzing Alice Walker’s use of dialect in The Color Purple. Many students find the language of this novel difficult and off-putting because it strays from the grammar rules of Standard English. _______, however, found it mesmerizing in its rawness and immediacy—and she argued that the novel’s language could be classified as poetry on account of its directness, its beauty, and its emotional power. Her analysis of The Color Purple’s language was lucid and sophisticated, but even more importantly, it reflected her open and sensitive nature. _______’s talent for literary analysis was also apparent in a presentation she gave to the class summarizing and comparing a variety of critical interpretations of Hamlet. During this presentation, which required her to evaluate and synthesize a variety of sources, _______ was, as usual, poised and articulate, and she did a terrific job engaging the rest of the class. 
There was not a single day that _______ arrived unprepared for class. She takes her academics seriously—and yet she manages also to maintain balance in her life. No matter how diligent she might be as a student, she seems never to lose sight of her other passions and commitments, such as her volunteer work as a Social Action Leader. With her many gifts and strong sense of community, I have no doubt that _______ would be a real asset to your school, and I look forward to hearing about all of her future achievements. 

Sincerely,

_____________
Upper School English teacher








Dated: July 25, 2007

