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The purpose of Summer Bridge Math is to transition students into middle school math by introducing the Number Worlds curriculum format that will be used during the regular school year and reinforcing some basic math skills.
It is important to make sure that the same systems and procedures that will be used in the middle school math classrooms are introduced and practiced in Summer Bridge.  These include the methods of passing out and collecting work as well as the use of activity stations and groups.
As is the case with many engaging lessons, several of the Summer Bridge lessons require materials for the students to manipulate.  Most of these are common items that can be created instead of purchased.  For example, counters could be plastic chips, bottle caps or small stones.  Number cards can be made with index cards and a marker.  Feel free to be creative and place your own personal touch on your class materials.
To both incorporate more writing into the curriculum as well as instill a habit of doing homework, have the students write a daily reflection on what they learned in class that day and have a parent or guardian sign off on it.  Collect daily or on Friday for the week.
A diagnostic test is to be given the first week.  Students should be told of the importance of tests like these in determining how their education will unfold.  This particular test will help determine which classes the student will be enrolled in and what interventions they will receive.
The diagnostic test will be returned to the student the second week.  Time should be spent by the student analyzing the results of the test and determining areas of strength and areas that need more growth as they enter the next grade.
Be sure to help foster a growth mindset in the students.  Math is not an innate ability that one either has or doesn’t.  It can be learned by anyone with proper help and practice.
You are one of only a few teachers that will be the first to represent your school to these new students and give them a sense of what is to come.  Make it count!
