The graphic outline gives students an overview of a textbook chapter, its contents, and how the genre is structured.  This technique has proven especially helpful for language minority students, but will be of use to any student who has ever had difficulty with textbook structure and language.
Steps in constructing a graphic outline
(Note: You will need to walk students through at least one chapter’s graphic outline.  Most students catch on quickly and are able to fill in the outline independently after one demonstration; many of them are willing to construct outlines of future chapters.)

1. Survey the chapter.  Does it provide headings, sub-headings, visuals, sidebars?  If it does, then it will lend itself to this approach.

2. Make four columns on a sheet of paper.  In the left column, list the main headings from the chapter.  Space the headings in proportion to the length of the section.

3. Now look for sub-headings.  List them in the next column beside the main headings to which they correspond.

4. Survey all the visuals (maps, photographs, timelines, graphs, drawings).  List them with a brief description in the next column, beside the corresponding heading.

5. Are there sidebars?  Marginal notes such as key vocabulary?  List these in the fourth and last column.  

6. You now have a rough plan of this chapter.  Draw boxes around each heading, subheading, visual, and sidebar.  Draw lines to connect boxes to others in their section.

7. By computer, or free-hand, draw the graphic outline with blank boxes for your students to fill in.  This can be done individually, in pairs or in small groups.

The Graphic Outline

· sets the stage for better learning by giving students the whole picture.
· helps students comprehend the text by providing a preview of the content and much of the key vocabulary.
· when done in groups, provides for student-student interaction

· is less language-bound than comprehension questions, and more interesting.

Adapted from Morris and Stewart-Dore, Learning to Learn From Text
Graphic Outline for Textbook Chapters








